
 

Dates To Remember In 2011 
 

January 22 SHS Alumni Association Breakfast Meeting at 
Plank’s Café on Parsons Avenue, 9 am 

February 5 SHSAA’s “Oldies Dance” at the Grotto 

April 30  SHS Alumni Association Breakfast Meeting at 
Plank’s Café on Parsons Avenue, 9 am 

July 16 SHS Alumni Association Breakfast Meeting at 
Plank’s Café on Parsons Avenue, 9 am 

September 18 10th Annual SHSAA Picnic at Hoover Y-Park. 
Fun! Food! Friends! Memorabilia! Games & 
Prizes!  

October 22 SHS Alumni Association Breakfast and Annual 
Meeting at Plank’s Café on Parsons Avenue,      
9 am, Election of Board Members for 2012  

F ro m t he  Pre s i de n t                J im Dr iggs 
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V o l u me  2 ,  I s s ue  24  

Happy New Year! I hope all of you had a wonderful holiday sea-
son. As we start another year it strikes me that we will start our 
eleventh year since reorganizing the alumni association in 2000. 
I’m pleased to say that we are doing very well. We continue giv-
ing scholarships, the archives have flourished, and membership 
is growing at a fast pace. We have done well and we are planning 
some new approaches to secure the future of SHSAA. 
 

On another note, get your dancing shoes out! The annual Oldies 
Dance is coming up. I’ll have tickets for sale beginning January 
2nd – still $10 for great snacks, refreshments, and really good mu-
sic. The dance is February 5, 2011 at the Grotto. Call me for tick-
ets. Remember, tickets are on a first-come basis because we can 
only accommodate 300 people. Call Jim Driggs, 614-893-8174. 
As always, thank you to our members and advertisers for your 
continued support. 
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2011 Alumni Association Scholarships                   Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61 
The application for Alumni Association Scholarships ($1,000) is at our website 
www.columbussouthhighalumni.com or www.southhighalumni.org. There are three categories 
of eligibility for applicants for the SHSAA Scholarship: one category applies to currently en-
rolled SHS seniors; two categories apply to family members of SHSAA Active Members. 
 

1. The applicant must be a member of the current senior class at South High School. The 
applicant must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0. 
2. A senior at a high school other than South – The applicant must be a graduating senior; 
must have a GPA of 3.0; and must be a family member of an Active Member of the 
SHSAA. 
3. A student currently enrolled and attending a college, university, or trade school (this in-
cludes former recipients of an SHSAA scholarship who would like to renew their scholar-
ship grant) – The applicant must have successfully completed two semesters or two quarters 
at an accredited school. The applicant must verify a GPA of 2.5 for the two most recent se-
mesters or quarters. The applicant must be a family member of an Active Member of 
SHSAA. 

 

Applications are to be emailed to Carol Wolfenbarger at cwolfenbar@aol.com by Friday, April 
8, 2011. 
 

Education Grant 
Education is very important to all of us. Our education at South High School is what binds us 
together. The results of our time at South – great friends, life-successes, and the commitment to 
giving back for what we’ve received – support our efforts as the South High School Alumni As-
sociation. Because of this foundation of our organization, the Board of Directors resolved to of-
fer an Education Grant of up $500 to an Active Member who is pursuing “additional education/
training to qualify for advancement in their present occupation or to pursue a new career.” For 
information about this program contact Carol Wolfenbarger at cwolfenbar@aol.com. 
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SHSAA Going “Green”            Larry Latta ‘72 
 

Several SHSAA members have asked to receive electronic issues of the Bulldog Bulletin in 
lieu of the mailed hard copies; “saving a tree” and postage expenses to the association. If 
you wish this service please contact Larry Latta (LATTA1013@AOL.COM).    

Bulldog Grapplers Stock On The Rise       Larry Latta ‘72 
 

The South High Wrestling Team became Dormant in 2003. In 2007 that changed with the 
hiring of wrestling coach Felix Catheline. The winter of 07/08 the Bulldogs finished second 
to last (15/16) in the city, and had two wrestlers place in the top 6.  They had 12 total team 
members. The winter of 08/09 they finished 13th and had two wrestlers place in the top 
6.  Team numbers increased to 19. The winter of 09/10 was a big year for the pro-
gram. Through the efforts of South’s principal Dr. Jonetta Wiley they were able to obtain a 
wrestling room in the newly renovated building on Ann Street. Coach Catheline was also 
able to hire two assistant coaches due to the numbers increasing from 19 to 31 wres-
tlers. Assistant coaches Fred Parish and Matt Bruskotter bring a wealth of experi-
ence.  Coach Parish was a member of the OSU wrestling team, and both Coach Parish and 
Coach Bruskotter are members of the competition team with Coach Catheline at Buckeye 
MMA. The winter of 09/10 the Bulldogs finished 6th in the city championship. They had 5 
wrestlers finish in the top 6 with 2 second place finishes. Also, for the first time under Coach 
Catheline’s South tenure the team had four 5th place finishes at the sectional tournament.   
 

This year they have 28 members on the team and are currently 4-3 in dual action and had a 
tournament champion on Dec. 4th at the Upper Arlington Lee Spitzer Championship Classic 
at Heavyweight Class. The team’s goal this year is clear. They want to finish within the top 
3 of the city championship, and they want to send at least 3 kids to the district division II 
tournament. 
 

The Bulldogs have the distinct honor of hosting the City League Championships on Satur-
day, February 12th. All Alumni, particularly wrestling team alum, are encouraged to attend. 
Volunteers are also desired. For more information please contact Larry Latta at 614/203-
8737 (LATTA1013@AOL.COM).  
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SHS CLASS OF 1946 
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STEDMAN FLOORS 
 

836-3190 
P.O. Box 418                              

Groveport, OH  43125 
 

 
  

 

HILDENBRAND REALTY 
 

JIM HILDENBRAND, BROKER 
 

APPRAISALS, SALES, TRADES 
 

(614) 444-9000;  Cell: (614) 620-0938 
 

48 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
 

1505 S. HIGH STREET 
 

COLUMBUS, OHIO  43207 

 
ADVERTISE HERE! 

 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE AND 

HELP SUPPORT THE SHSAA 
 

CONTACT HERB TRUAX FOR DETAILS 
614 / 851-9865 

Bowstruax@yahoo.com 
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Charity Newsies          Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61 
I received quick and interesting responses to my request for names of people who were or 
are working as members of the Charity Newsies. The annual drive this year was on Satur-
day, December 11, 2010. The Newsies will provide clothes for over 12,000 needy school 
kids in the Columbus area this year at a cost of $140 per child. This money is raised by 
Newsies selling copies of a special edition of the Columbus Dispatch at busy intersections 
around town and by other contributions. This year, the 104th annual sale of newspapers 
reached $494,256, a 9.2% increase over last year’s proceeds. 
 

Jim McCoy (’67) sent this email: “Frank McCathran (brother of Peggy McCathran who is 
Vice President of the SHSAA Board of Directors) and I are both Charity Newsies. I have 
been selling Newsie papers every year since 1968. I used to work for the old Columbus Citi-
zen-Journal newspaper and there are lots of old newspaper boys who are Newsies. In fact, 
the official name of the organization is the ‘Ohio Newsboys Association.’ “ 
 

Jim moved to Florida in 1992 but always comes back to Columbus on the 2nd Saturday of 
December to sell Charity Newsie papers. He says that Frank McCathran has been a Newsie 
for several years and they both sell papers at Leap Rd. and Cemetery Rd. 
 

I also got a phone call from Bob Cloud (’66) telling me that five past presidents of Charity 
Newsies are South High School graduates. Bob contacted these men and I received bios 
from four. The past presidents are: Bob Cloud (’66); Nathaniel Woods (’62); Tom Beck 
(’50); Don Lund (’43); and Tom Boley (also a 1940s grad). 
 

You will understand the pride all of us Bulldogs have in these South High School graduates 
who have given much to our community. Thank you to each of the Charity Newsies! 
 

Bob Cloud – I graduated from South High School in 1966 and Bliss College in 1970 with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. I joined the Columbus Fire Department in 
1973 and was assigned to heavy rescue and medic unit for 20 years. I retired in 2001 with 
the rank of Lieutenant. 
 

I joined the Charity Newsies in 1970 as a 3rd generation Newsie, and served as president in 
2003. My father was a Newsie and graduated from South in 1941. My grandfather was  
Newsie president in 1944. My son Rob is 4th generation Newsie and also a Firefighter. I am 
still an active Newsie and sell papers at Obetz and High, which I’ve done for the last 35 
years. 
 

I am a member of the Central Ohio Home Plate Club, and was inducted into the Columbus 
Softball Hall of Fame in 2005. My beautiful wife Barbara and I are retired and enjoy travel-
ing, golfing, and our grandchildren. We have four children and two grandchildren of whom I 
am very proud. 
 

Nathaniel Woods – I graduated from South High School in June, 1962 and joined the 
United States Marine Corp. After returning from the Marine Corp I was employed at White 
(continued on page 7)  
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Charity Newsies (continued from page 6)           Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61 
Nathaniel Woods (continued) 
 

Westinghouse for ten years. In 1975 I entered college at Columbus Technical Institute. I 
graduated with an Associate in General Business Management Technology. I continued at 
Franklin University (Bachelor of Science in Business Administration) and then obtained a 
Masters Degree in Education from Ohio University. I became an Associate Professor at Co-
lumbus State and taught there for 27 years retiring in 2006. 
 

I joined Charity Newsies while teaching at Columbus State. In 2001 I became president of 
Charity Newsies. I am an active veteran life member of Charity Newsies. I’ve served on the 
boards of two community organizations: Head Start and the Gladden Community House. I 
continue to do volunteer work and am enjoying my retirement . I am also a proud father and 
grandfather. 
 

Tom Beck – I graduated from South on June 6, 1950. I enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corp and served in Korea 1952-1953. I then enrolled at Capital University graduating in 
June, 1958 with a B.S. in Education. I retired from Columbus Public Schools after 32 years 
of teaching and coaching. 
 

I joined Charity Newsies in 1962 while teaching at Starling Jr. High School. I observed first 
hand the positive effect on students that received new clothing from the Newsies. Receiving 
this help and knowing that someone cared about them boosted their self-esteem, encouraged 
these students to stay in school and to become good citizens. 
 

I was elected president of the Charity Newsies in 1992. This December 11, 2010, I will be 
selling the Columbus Dispatch special edition of the Charity Newsies newspaper for the 49th 
consecutive year at the same location, E. Broad Street and I-71 Exit Ramp. My two sons 
joined the Newsies and are also at this corner. This year my niece, who recently joined the 
organization, will also be on our corner. 
 

Don Lund – Mr. Lund attended Stewart Ave. Elementary, Barrett Jr. High School, and 
graduated from South High School in June, 1943. He worked in commercial printing sales 
for Pfeifer Printing Co., Warner P. Simpson Co. and retired from West-Camp Press in De-
cember, 1996. 
 

Mr. Lund has been an active member of Charity Newsies since 1955 and served as Newsie 
President in 1979. He is also an active member of numerous Masonic organizations in Cen-
tral Ohio. 
 

Don says he has fond memories of South High School as a school with excellent teachers, 
high learning standards and a friendly atmosphere all under the guidance of Miss Alva Ed-
wards, Principal and Mr. Verne Smith, Assistant Principal. Don is a committee member for 
the South High ’43 Class Reunions which celebrated their 67th reunion this past June. 
 

Don and his wife Marguerite have raised five children in Westerville where they reside. 



 

Gail Keys sent the Bulldog Bulletin this article from the Ohio Police and Fire Newsletter. 
Ms. Keys say that Mr. Kirby is 88 and that he and his wife of 65 years, Helen, still live in 
the Columbus area. The SHSAA proudly salutes Mr. Kirby! 
This is an excerpt of “One of ‘The Greatest Generation’ ” written by Paul Hillenbrand.  

Don Kirby                          Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61 
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“It amazing how time and circumstance can 
come together and change one’s path in life…
Don (Kirby) was born in Wellston, Ohio… his 
family moved to the south side of Columbus…
during the Depression (and he graduated from 
South)… (Don) loved to play baseball…he was 
an outstanding catcher and on his way to play 
ball with the Cincinnati Reds…when the United 
States entered World War II. He made a choice 
in 1942 at the age of 20 and enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps. 
…his initial training was as a radio operator…
then (he completed) additional training as an ae-
rial gunner…He was finally assigned as one of a 
crew of six (that) trained together before ship-
ping out for an airfield in England where he and 
the rest of his crew were assigned to man a B-
17.  

Don’s gunner position on his B-17 bomber was the top turret behind the cockpit. He had 
safely negotiated his way through three bombing missions. One of those missions was a 
bombing run over Frankfurt, Germany to damage the Reich’s aircraft production facilities. 
The fourth mission was a return to Frankfurt, however, it was not to be completed. His B-17 
sustained heavy damage and the crew was forced to bail out over France. Don was captured 
and became a prisoner of war. For 18 months he was moved from one location to another, 
mostly on foot. It was later determined that he had walked 800 miles, partly during one of 
the coldest winters experienced in Europe. He was able to escape his captors at one point, 
but his freedom was short-lived…(H)e was recaptured. He was finally liberated in Germany 
by the British and transported back to the United States where he spent months in rehabilita-
tion… (A)wards he received during his military career are a Silver Star, a Bronze Star with 
Valor, and a Purple Heart. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
 

[Editor’s Note: For clarification the ellipses and word and/or single letters in parenthesis in-
dicate deletions or changes made by the editor to the original article.] 
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Don…married in 1946..returned to play-
ing baseball and got a job as a letter car-
rier. While walking his daily route…he 
would often see a police cruiser drive by 
and he got the idea that being a police of-
ficer was the job for him. He joined CPD 
in 1951 and worked assignments in foot 
patrol, warrant squad and the motorcycle 
unit. He retired in 1976 with 25 years of 
service…he continued to keep in touch 
with fellow police officers as a Chaplain 
with the Retired Police Officers’ Associa-
tion. He held that office for the next 30  

Don Kirby (Continued from page 8)                      Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61 

years. (Don and Helen’s) son Jeffrey (South, ‘66) completed a career with CPD and their 
grandson Zane ….is currently serving with CPD.” 

Preserving The Past           Larry Latta ‘72 
 

When you hear the name “Indiana Jones” you envision a swash buckling archeologist with 
whip in one hand and an ancient treasure in the other. Well, the Alumni Association has it’s 
own modern day “Indy” and his name is Mike Wiles. Mike is the curator of the Alumni As-
sociation’s Archive. First established in 1996 the Archive numbers upward of 100,000 arti-
facts. Be it from South, Roosevelt, Barrett or any other feeder school nothing is too big, too 
small, too old, too new, too good, or too bad. The Archive is in need of anything and every-
thing you have found or are willing to donate. Please contact Mike Wiles (614/332-0520 or 
wilesmd@hotmail.com) or Jim Driggs (614/893-8174) to arrange for pickup or for shipping 
instructions. WE WILL DO THE REST!    
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Editorial Policy         
Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger ‘61   

At the June 14, 2005 meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the South High 
School Alumni Association this Editorial 
Policy was adopted: 

1. Articles for the Bulldog Bulletin 
will be edited for form, spelling, and 
to fit the space available in the Bul-
letin 

2. Subject of articles will pertain to the 
broad audience of SHSAA members 

3. Because of space consideration arti-
cles may be held for a later issue 

4. Articles may be submitted by 
SHSAA members and others inter-
ested in promoting the goals of the 
Association 

5. Publication of all articles is subject 
to the judgment of the editor/s 

New  “Dawgs”  In  The  Pound                        Ruby Hoyt Arnold ‘66 
Here are the newest “Dawgs” that were in the pound by the time we went to press.  If you 
know any other pups who might enjoy reading the Bulldog Bulletin, and would like to be 
aware of the  activities we report, encourage them to join and they can see their names in 
print too!  Also remember… if you have any type of article or piece of information to share 
with other alums, those of us at the Bulletin are happy to help you.  Contact any of us and 
we’ll work with you to get your input into the next edition.  And thank you for continuing to 
support us. 
 

1958 John Santo   1954 Howard Bloch   1960 Karol Morton 
1963 Susan Mentes  1950 Mary Milstein   **** Terry Holmes 
1937 Loretta Sturgill  **** Jerry Dupler    **** Lois Dupler 
1970 LuAnn Gurevitz  1960 Martha Tiller    1961 Kenneth Ware 
1961 Sharon Whitehead  1962 Walter Duper 
 

 ****  Class Year Unknown   

Request For Help             Will Smith ‘92 
 

As a member of the South classes of the 90s I am asking that current SHSAA members who 
have younger family members and friends who attended South in the 80s, 90s, and after 
2000 to invite these Bulldogs to join the Alumni Association. After leaving South some 
classmates drift apart. To keep the Bulldog spirit strong we need to continue to encourage 
and welcome these South High Bulldogs to join. 



 

F ro m  t h e  Ne i g h bo rho o d  P ap er  
 

CLASS OF ‘62 Will  hold a Breakfast at Plank’s at Parsons Avenue 
on January 15, 2011 at 9 am. Contact Dave Gruber (614/577-1990) 
or Auggie Husse (614/278-7706) for details. 
SHSAA’s Oldies Dance Dancin’ to the Oldies Saturday, February 
5, 2011, at “The Grotto”. Tickets to go on sale January 2, 2011. Call 
Jim Driggs at 614-893-8174 for information and tickets. 
TAT LUNCHEON All Classes Welcome. 3rd Wednesday of each 
month. 11:30-12:30. TAT at Livingston Avenue and James Road. 
 

Please submit your announcements to Larry Latta at LATTA1013 
@aol.com (614/882-1519). 
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O b i t ua r i e s  
C ont r ib u te d  b y Larry Latta ‘72 and 
Bev Oursler Truax ’64    

Mary E. Saunders ‘42 
Gloria L. Wright ‘74 
Patty Ann Smith Brown 
Sharon M. “Sherry” Mason ‘67 
George M. Latham Sr. ‘63 
Jack F. Silcott ‘57 
Ronald Canady  
Janice Johnston Burden ‘35 
Catheryn Marie Ruh  
Ronald W. Donaldson ‘57 
Gary Lee Samuels Sr. ‘73 
Howard F. Hoermle 
Eureka Ransom Slade 
Charlotte Ann Howell Dalton ‘42 
Bernard “Bernie” Schottenstein 
Joan G. Flesher Pfeifer’47 
Robert E. Schrader ‘52 
Ricjard Lewis Purtee ‘60 
Richard Gunning ‘65 
Patricia L. Sims Lawrence ‘72 
Marcella E. Jones Lanza 
Alfred Max Vogt ‘47 
Suzanne Larimer Cenci ‘67 
Betty Eileen Igel Hart ‘48 
Mark Renick Hawks Jr. ‘63 
James “Jason” S. Abdon ‘70 
Glenn P. Ross ‘41 
Edward Jacob “E.J.” Cohen ‘53 
Donald C. Holderle ‘48 
Lloyd Evans Moore 
Kenneth Weinberg 
John E. May ‘65 
  

These notices are collected from 
the Columbus Dispatch and from 
information sent to the Alumni 
Association.  If there are death 
notices that we have missed, 
please call Jim Driggs (614-893-
8174) or Larry Latta (614-203-
8737) and these will be listed in 
our next issue. 

Alumni Association Now On Facebook     Larry Latta ‘72 
 

Facebook, a social networking website launched on February 4, 
2004 by Mark Zuckerberg, now has over 500 million users. The 
South High School Alumni Association now has it’s own profile 
page in order to better reach and serve the “South Bulldog Nation”. 
Simply search “Columbus South High Alumni Association” for 
events, photos and more. You can also continue to find us on the 
web at www.columbussouthhighalumni.com  

The founding of the philan-
thropic organization Charity 
Newsies stems from a cold, 
blustery day in December 1907, 
when a small newspaper boy 
stood on the corner of Broad and 
High streets. Inside the nearby 
Billy’s Chophouse, entertainers 
George Baker and Harry Shunk 
talked to C.C. Philbrick, pub-
lisher of the new Ohio Sun   

The Charity Newsies           William Fischer, Jr. 

Newspaper about the area’s poor children needing clothing. They noticed the newspaper boy 
and brought him to the Chophouse to get warm. On a spur of the moment they took his newspa-
pers outside, shouting “It’s all for charity,” and sold all the papers. The money was given to the 
boy. Realizing potential, the men decided to raise additional funds for the poor by selling the 
Ohio Sun Newspaper and recruited others to help. On December 20, 1907, the Sunday before 
Christmas, 50 men sold a special edition of the paper and raised $702.42, 100% for charity. 



 

B re ak f a s t  a t  P l a nk ’s  on  
P a r s on s  Ave n u e  

Saturday January 22, at 9:00 A.M. 
Members of the Alumni Association and anyone 

else with connections to South will meet for  
breakfast at Plank’s. Join us for good food and, 

 best of all, great conversation. 

Plan to be there! 

Com mu n ic a t ion  C o mm it t e e 
 

SHSAA President   Jim Driggs 
Newsletter     Jim Driggs, Peggy McCathran,

   Carol Driggs Wolfenbarger,       
   Cecelia Ginther Denney 

Newsletter Editor   Bev Oursler Truax 
Newsletter Publisher   Larry Latta 

 

   Visit our website 

www.plankscafe.com 


